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April 10. 

RICHARD GRIFFITH, Esq., in the Chair. 

George James Allman, Esq., Henry Lindsay, Esq., John 
M'MulIen, Esq., Hon. and Very Rev. Henry Packenham, 
Dean of St. Patrick's, Goddard Richards, Esq., and John 
Wynne, Esq., were elected Members of the Academy. 



Dr. Todd, V. P., read a translation of an Irish deed or 
agreement made in the year 1526, between Conla Mac Geo- 
ghegan, chief of the Kinel Fiacha, and Breasal Sionnach, 
alias Fox, chief of the Clan Tadgan, — both of Westmeath. 

The agreement was, that Mac Geoghegan should be 
lord over Fox and his country under certain conditions, 
which are specified, and of which the principal is, that Mac 
Geoghegan is to do his best for the protection and defence 
of Fox and his country. The deed adds, " if Mac Geoghegan 
should on any occasion fail to do his best for the protection 
and sustainment of the Fox in his lordship, that he would 
do for himself; that he no longer have rent, nor privilege, 
nor lordship over him, but every one be for himself.'' 

One passage proves that the custom of holding the half 
yearly assemblage (oipeactar-) on the 1st of November and 
the 1st of May was then kept up. " Every general assembly 
of Samhan [All Saints' day] or of Bealtine [May day] that 
shall be in Mac Geoghegan's country, shall be held at 
Baileath-an- Urchair, or at Corr-na-Sgean, and the Fox and 
the nobles of his country shall attend." 

It is known from other sources that the Brehon laws, and 
the authority of the hereditary Brehons, were kept up in 
many parts of Ireland to a much later period : the following 
passage therefore, which contains an allusion to the Brehon, 
is not surprizing. " And whenever either an Englishman 
or an Irishman sues the Fox or any one of his country, they 
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shall submit to pay whatever is decided upon by Mortogh 
Mac Egan, or whoever may be the Brehon at the time, &c." 

The original of this deed, which is in Irish, is in the pos- 
session of Sir Richard Nagle, the lineal representative of 
Mac Geoghegan, who has kindly permitted a copy of it to 
be taken and deposited in the Library of the Academy. 

The great body of the document is uninjured and legible; 
the only imperfection which occurs is in the following pas- 
sage at the end, which contains the signatures and date of 
the agreement. 

" These are they of the Foxes' country who are present 
with us, viz. the Fox himself, and the two sons of Edmund, 
viz. Murtogh and Phelim ; and the two sons of Brian Fox, 
viz. Breasal and Cucogry ; and Murtogh, son of Owen, son 

of i. e. the Ollamh (poet or historian) of Fox .... 

and myself James O'Cionga [or king] the son of Carbry 
O'Cionga, who was present at the making of this agreement, 
and who wrote it. And it was on the Fast [i. e. the Eve] of 
St. Adamnan this agreement was made; and particularly on 
Wednesday; and it was on a Friday it was written. And 
this is the year of the Lord at this time, viz. six years, and 
twenty, five hundred and one thousand years [1526], and 
the 22nd day of the month of August. 

" 4« lam the Mac Geoghegan. »f I am the Fox." [Here 
follows a line in the characters of the consonant Ogham, but 
so much effaced that although the key is known, it has been 
found impossible to decipher it. The last word only is le- 
gible, which is Graine, or Grace, a woman's name : then 
follows] "are in Ireland. •{• We are the sons of Edmund 
Fox. •}• We are the sons of Brian Fox." 



Mr. Mallet gave a notice of recent improvements in the 
formation of Mosaic pavements. 



